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SUMMARY. DEMANDS CONTINUE FOR A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION 
OF EVENTS RELATED TO THE SO-CALLED 'PANZOS MASSACRE." 
INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE INVESTIGATION THE GOVERNMENT 
SAYS IT IS PRESENTLY CONDUCTING WILL BE THE ONLY ONE. 
VARIOUS PRESS-REPORTED "EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS" BY INDIANS 
AS WELL AS NON-INDIANS LEND SUPPORT TO THE THESIS THAT 
SOLDIERS OPENED FIRE ONLY AFTER ONE OF THEM WAS SET 
UPON BY AN IRATE CAMPESINO. VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
VILLAGRAN KRAMER CHARACTERIZED THE PANZOS INCIDENT AS 
AN "INDIAN UPRISING," AND ASSOCIATED PRESIDENT-ELECT LUCAS 
WITH KEKCHI ASPIRATIONS. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . PRESSURES CONTINUE FOR A FULL INVESTIGATION OF THE 
MILITARY/CAMPESINO CLASH IN PANZOS, ALTA VERAPAZ 
DEPARTMENT. COL. ARTURO DE LA CRUZ, PRESIDENT 
LAUGERUD'S CHIEF OF STAFF, WHO HAS BEEN ON THE SCENE IN 
PANZOS, TOLD A REPORTED IUNE 2 THAT THE GOVERNMENT HOPES 
TO CLARIFY THOROUGHLY THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE 
TRAGEDY. IN LIKE MANNER, MAJOR ARCHILA OF THE 
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PRESIDENT'S PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE SAID THE 

GOVERNMENT WAS CONDUCTING A FULL INVESTIGATION. ARCHILA 

ADDED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE IT NECESSARY TO SET UP A 

SPECIAL COMMISSION. THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAS 

TRIED INTRODUCING A MOTION IN THE CONGRESS ASKING THAT 

THE GOVERNMENT CONDUCT A NON-MILITARY INVESTIGATION. CONGRESS, 

CHARACTERISTICALLY. HAS BEEN UNABLE TO RAISE A QUORUM. 

2. MEANWHILE, REPORTERS, WHO WERE FLOWN DOWN TO THE 
REMOTE AREA IUNE 1 IN MILITARY AIRCRAFT, HAVE FILED STORIES 
PROVIDING MORE INSIGHT INTO THE CLASH. SEVERAL INDIAN 
WITNESSES WERE QUOTED BY REPORTERS TO THE EFFECT THAT 
SOME INDIAN LEADERS HAD THREATENED THE SOLDIERS, AND 
THAT ONLY AFTER ONE OR MORE OF THE SOLDIERS HAD RECEIVED 
MACHETE SLASHES DID THE OTHER SOLDIERS START SHOOTING. 

SOME LADINO (NON-INDIAN) WITNESSES OFFERED A SIMILAR 
VERSION. A PAID AD BY PRIESTS AND NUNS OF ALTA VERAPAZ, 

WHICH IS OTHERWISE HIGHLY CRITICAL OF THE GOVERNMENT, 

ALSO ACKNOWLEDGES THAT A CAMPESINO STRUCK THE FIRST BLOW. 

(HE APPARENTLY BELIEVED HE HAD BEEN INSULTED.) THE 
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE GUATEMALAN BISHOPS CONFERENCE 
LAMENTED THE VIOLENCE, "THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF WHICH ARE 
NOT COMPLETELY CLEAR." IT ALSO CALLED FOR THE GOVERNMENT 
TO MAKE A COMPLETE INVESTIGATION OF THE FACTS AND THE 
REAL CAUSES. 
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3. VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT VILLAGRAN KRAMER GAVE A FORMAL 
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS ON HIS "HASTY" RETURN IUNE 3 
FROM THE UNITED STATES. HE CALLED PANZOS AN "INDIAN 
UPRISING" TO BE ADDED TO THE LIST BEGINNING WITH 
PATZIZIA IN 1944 (WHEN INDIANS MASSACRED LADINOS ON 
REPORTS, SPREAD BY A FALLING GOVERNMENT, THAT REVOLU- 
TIONARIES PLANNED TO REDISTRIBUTE THEIR LANDS). HE CALLED FOR 
ACTION TO RELIEVE THE DESPERATION OF THE INDIANS, POINTED 
OUT THAT PRESIDENT-ELECT LUCAS "IDENTIFIED WITH THE INDIAN, 
ESPECIALLY THE KEKCHI," AND IMPLICITLY CRITICIZED THE 

LAND DISTRIBUTION PRACTICES OF THE LAUGERUD ADMINISTRATION. 
ANDREWS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INVESTIGATIONS, CIVIL DISORDERS, MINORITIES, LAND REFORMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 jun 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GUATEM03273 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780235-0092 
Format: TEL 
From: GUATEMALA 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780697/aaaadfmy.tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 55943d92-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: 78 GUATEMALA 3221 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

SAS ID: 2494002 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PANZOS EPISODE 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, EAGR, GT 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/55943d92-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



